
NOAA and CIM MS scientists helped
develop the Warning Decision

Support System.  During 4 years of
testing the system dramatically helped
forecasters produce more timely and
reliable warnings.  The average lead
time for tornado warnings increased

from 9 to 17 minutes and the
probability of detection of tornadoes
increased from an average of 58%  to

68%.

Preparing for an ozonesonde launch
near McM urdo Station, A ntarctica. 

Major expeditions have been sent from
CIRES to the Himalayas to study

continental drift, Australia and Canada
to study winds in atmospheric and

climate dynamics, Greenland to study
the behavior and characteristics of ice
and glaciers, and Antarctica to study

the expanding  ozone hole. 

Joint Research Institutes
Centers of Excellence in Science

What do the NOAA Research Joint Institutes do?
TheThe eleven Joint and Cooperative Institutes bring together the resourThe eleven Joint and Cooperative Institutes bring together the resources oThe eleven Joint and Cooperative Institutes bring together the resources of a
research-orientedresearch-oriented university or institution, NOAA Researchresearch-oriented university or institution, NOAA Research, and research-oriented university or institution, NOAA Research, and other NOAA
programs.programs.  Tprograms.  Theprograms.  They promote collaboration between university scientists and NOAA
scientistsscientists so that academic and government researchers can work together to
learn about and apply their knowledge to environmental processes. 

TheThe NOAAThe NOAA Joint Research Institutes are centers of excellenceThe NOAA Joint Research Institutes are centers of excellence in research relevant
toto understanding the Eato understanding the Earth'sto understanding the Earth's to understanding the Earth's oceans,to understanding the Earth's oceans, to understanding the Earth's oceans, atmto understanding the Earth's oceans, atmosphere, Great Lakes, Arctic regions, and
regionsregions similar to the US intermountain  west, as well asregions similar to the US intermountain  west, as well as regions similar to the US intermountain  west, as well as the solar-terrestrial
environment.environment.  Cutting-edge research is being conducted under a broad umbrella
ofof environmentalof environmental themes, such asof environmental themes, such as climate variability, air quality, sea-ice dynamics,
coastalcoastal coastal ecosystcoastal ecosystems, fisheries oceanography, hydrology, and coastal ecosystems, fisheries oceanography, hydrology, and weathercoastal ecosystems, fisheries oceanography, hydrology, and weather coastal ecosystems, fisheries oceanography, hydrology, and weather researchcoastal ecosystems, fisheries oceanography, hydrology, and weather research coastal ecosystems, fisheries oceanography, hydrology, and weather research ancoastal ecosystems, fisheries oceanography, hydrology, and weather research and
forecasting.

TheseThese theme areas, each with significant implications for human sociThese theme areas, each with significant implications for human societyThese theme areas, each with significant implications for human society, are
interrelated,interrelated, and scientific progress willinterrelated, and scientific progress will require collaborations byinterrelated, and scientific progress will require collaborations by scientists within
andand between disciplines. In each case, progress will dependand between disciplines. In each case, progress will depend on a combination of
basicbasic process studies, the development and deployment of technological systems
forfor long-term observation, and the development of mofor long-term observation, and the development of models that afor long-term observation, and the development of models that are based on an
understandingunderstanding of the underlying processes and that incorporate informationunderstanding of the underlying processes and that incorporate information from
the observations.

Staff and Funding: 
TheThe NOAA Research Joint Institutes are a $68 million dollar NOAAThe NOAA Research Joint Institutes are a $68 million dollar NOAA progThe NOAA Research Joint Institutes are a $68 million dollar NOAA program
supporting 901 researchers across the country.

For more information please contact:
Marilyn I. Moll, Program Manager

NOAA/OAR Joint Institutes Program

c/o Scripps Institution of Oceanography

Endurance Hall, Room 111

8602 La Jolla Shores D rive

La Jolla, CA  92093-0205

858-822-4433 - Voice

858-822-4434 - Fax



http://www .oar.noa a.gov/joints /joints.htm l

Cooperative Institute for Arctic Research (CIFAR)
Director: Dr. Gunter Weller
CIFAR University of Alaska Fairbanks 
PO Box 757740 
Fairbanks, AK  99775-7740 
(907) 474-5698

Cooperative Institute for Atmospheric Sciences and
Terrestrial Applications (CIASTA)
Acting Director: Dr. Richard Reinhardt
CIASTA/Desert Research Institute
2215 Raggio Parkway
Reno, NV  89512-1095
(775) 674-7017

Cooperative Institute of Climate and Ocean Research
(CICOR)
Director: Dr. Robert Weller
CICOR Office Mail Stop # 29 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 
Clark Building Room 224 
Woods Hole, MA  02543 
(508) 289-2779 

Cooperative Institute for Limnology and Ecosystems
Research (CILER)
Director: Dr. Guy Meadows
Cooperative Institute for Limnology & Ecosystem Research
2200 Bonisteel Boulevard
Ann Arbor, MI  48109
(734) 764-2426

Cooperative Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Studies
(CIMAS)
Director: Dr. Joseph Prospero
CIMAS, University of Miami
Rosenstiel School of Marine and Atmospheric Science
4600 Rickenbacker Causeway
Miami, FL  33149-1098
(305) 361-4789 

Cooperative Institute for Mesoscale Meteorological Studies
(CIMMS)
Director: Dr. Peter J. Lamb 
The University of Oklahoma
Sarkeys Energy Center
100 East Boyd Street, Room 1110
Norman, OK  73019-1011
(405) 325-3041 

Cooperative Institute for Research in the Atmosphere (CIRA)
Director: Dr. Thomas Vonder Haar
CIRA
Colorado State University 
Fort Collins CO 80523 
(970) 491-8448 

Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental
 Sciences (CIRES)
Director: Dr. Susan Avery
CIRES
The University of Colorado at Boulder
Campus Box 216
Boulder, CO  80309-0216
(303) 492-1143 

Joint Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research (JIMAR)
Director: Dr. Tom Schroeder
Joint Institute for Marine and Atmospheric Research
University of Hawaii
1000 Pope Road
Marine Sciences Building, Room 312
Honolulu, HI  96822
(808) 956-8083

Joint Institute for Marine Observations (JIMO)
Interim Director: Dr. William Kuperman
SCRIPPS/UCSD
291 Rosecrans Street
San Diego, CA  92106
(858) 534-6412

Joint Institute for the Study of the Atmosphere and Ocean (JISAO)
Director: Dr. David Battisti
Joint Institute for the Study of the Atmosphere and Ocean
Box 354235, University of Washington
Seattle, WA  98195-4235
(206) 685-7457


